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2. Methodology
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• Research analysis
• Participatory validation process involving key 

stakeholders

Malta
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sweden
United Kingdom

Top Tips to implement 
coastal adaptation strategies

Instruments available to support 
local adaptation to climate change 

Case Studies undertaken by communities 
and government agencies worldwide
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3. Top Tips
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Integration of the 
different levels of 

administration

Sector integration

Participation
of all coastal
stakeholders

Analysis of interactions
between components of 

coastal built
environment
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Top Tips
1. Quantify current and future climate related risks 

in land use planning and urban development.

2. Design comprehensive climate 
change adaptation plans

3. Apply an adaptive management 
approach

4. Consider an holistic approach to 
address coastal complexities

5. Capitalise on previous efforts and 
initiatives

6. Work with local planning authorities 
and key agencies

7. Involve local community

8. Explore available funding for climate 
change adaptation 

9. Collaborate across borders

10. Prioritize Nature-based solutions 
(NbS) 
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4. Instruments available to support local adaptation 
to climate change
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Regulatory Instruments

Financial Instruments

National Strategies and Plans

Available Database and Viewers

Available Guidelines

Software/Scientific Facilities
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5. Case Studies
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32 case studies included 
addressing

components and sectors of 
the built environment
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5. Case Studies
Source. Adapted from: Summary of Table 14-1 | Categories of adaptation options (IPCC AR5, 2014)

Structural/physical

Educational
Informational
Behavioral

Engineered and built environment
Technological
Ecosystem based
Services

Social Institutional

Economic
Laws and regulations
Government policies and 
programs

29

Adaptation measure 1. Protection of buildings and the Bellmunt
promenade. 2 Beaches.

Adaptation of La Pineda beach to Climate Change (Spain)

David Hirdman and Eva-Lena Torudd in Lisbon presenting the network
Climate adaptation network (Sweden)

Happisburgh in 1996, 2006 and 2012 during which time it has lost a 
number of sea front properties 

Coastal Adaptation at Happisburgh (United Kingdom)
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6. Guidance Note on Implementing Local Adaptation 
Strategies in the Coastal Built Environment for Spain
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